INTRODUCTION
The idea of evolving ASEAN into a more Submitted: Jul 13, 2015; Reviewed: Jul 27, 2015; Accepted: Aug 8, 2015 pursue their own commercial-policy agenda; and d) The recognition since the Asian Crisis that cooperation in the real and financial sectors must be extended concomitantly, and that free flows of skilled labor will be necessary to do this. 2 The ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) is an ambitious effort at deep market integration, characterized by the free flow of goods, services and investment, a freer flow of financial capital, enhanced connectivity, and expanded opportunities for intra-regional labor migration. It can be seen as a significant step in the region's post-1997 reorientation -away from traditional economic partners, such as Japan, the United States and the European Union, and towards the region itself, as well as to emerging markets such as China and India. States decided to reduce the duties instead of eliminating it, the duties should be lowered to the minimum percentage allowed by the Treaty (Commonly no higher than 5%).
In addition, for goods which receive the benefits of free flow of goods. They have to 'originate' from any of ASEAN Member
States. ATIGA adopted CEPT's Rule of Origin where "a product shall be deemed to 11 The rationale behind this division is because when the AFTA agreement was originally signed, ASEAN had only six members (Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand). Vietnam later joined in 1995, Laos and Burma in 1997, and Cambodia in 1999. When the CLMV joined ASEAN, the countries have not fully met AFTA's obligations, but they are officially considered part of the AFTA as they were required to sign the agreement upon entry into ASEAN. Therefore, they were given longer time frames in which to meet AFTA's tariff reduction obligations. 
